A system to capture physical examination data suitable for paediatric practice.
A method is described to capture data on the physical examination of children. A personal computer with a keyboard, keypad and screen is used along with a menu driven software package. Little knowledge of computing is necessary and the system can be used to produce hard copy when a suitable printer is added. Accumulated data may be transferred to a statistical package for future analysis. The method used to capture data from children with respiratory disease, particularly acute asthma, is described here, but it is stressed that the method can be adapted easily to data collection from the results of the physical examination of any system.